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THIS ACTION INVOLVED 

Reseorch on policy regording the prison legal texts, in comporison with 
internationol humon rights documents ond case low. 

Preporotion of report entitled "Comporison of prison legal texts of the 
northern port of Cyprus with lnternotionol Human Rights Low" ond 
disseminotion to relevont locol bodies ond other stakeholders. 

Presentotion of the report to the "prosecutors•, lawyers and operating 
officiols on 18 August 2017, in the premises of the Turkish Cypriot 
Journolists Associotion. 

Tronslotion ond disseminotion of the report ta relevont internotionol 
orgonizotions. 

ABOUT THE TURKISH 

CYPRIOT HUMAN RIGHTS 

FOUNDATION 

The Turkish Cypriot Humon Rights Foundation wos 
estoblished in February 2005 to address fundamental 
humon rights issues ond contribute to the protection 
ond development of fundomentol humon rights in 
the northern port of Cyprus. 

STORY OF THE ACTION 

Through their Grow Civic oction, the Turkish Cypriot Humon Rights 
Foundotion identified fundomentol humon rights violotions during 
the orrest ond punishment processes, while exomining the current 
shortcomings of the legal texts. The findings were tronsloted into o 
report drofted by Dr. Fatma Korokoş Doğan, on Associote Professor 
in Criminal Law. 

'' 
"in the northern part of Cyprus, similarly to the rest of the 

worfd, it has been obserued that prisoners or detainees 
ore uictims of fundomentof human rights uiolations. 
/mprisonment and detention are de facto treated as 

specialiıed fiefds in human rights faw where offlcials eften 
ouoid inspection." 

Dr. Fatma Karakaş Doğan 

•• 
The research examined both the consequences of the administrative 
structure in the northem part of Cyprus, and the current legal texts 
for reguloting imprisonment ond detention. The report demonstrotes 
the need to revise the legal texts in the northern port of Cyprus 
in regords to enforcing prison sentences and arrest warrants. it 
highlights that the legal text on penal sanctions should be reviewed 
in occordonce with internotionol documents ond jurisprudence. The 
report underlines thot imprisonment and detention ere potentiol 
sources for victimization and should be treoted os a legal fromework, 
in accordonce with the international stondard. The report revealed 
thot some fundomentol rights of prisoners ond detoinees, such 
os the right to vote, rights in disciplinary proceedings, ond fomily 
visitation rights, ere not even mentioned in the legal texts. 

'' 
"Countries make the necessary orrongements in their 

domestic /aws to ensure that the penal institutions 
function in accordance with the norms of human rights 

/aw. Essentially, this understanding is bosed on the 
contemporary notion that detainees and prisoners are the 

subject, not the topic of enforcement processes. The subject 
of decisions of detention and imprisonment sentences is 

only freedom. For this reason, the detainees and prisoners 
should continue to haue ali the innate human rights and ali 
other rights that come with it. Hence, exercising these rights 

should be adapted to the conditions of depriuation from 
liberty." 

Dr. Fatma Karakaş Doğan 

•• 

ilMliH 0¼!94HHMtili• 
The action was an important step in reveoling the fundomentol 
humon rights violotions perpetuoted ogoinst prisoners ond 
detoinees, ond thus, the report itself is o robust odvococy tool ta 
improve the necessary legal texts. 

On 18 August 2017, during the presentation of the research, the 
Turkish Cypriot Humon Rights Foundotion engoged with o diverse 
group of representatives, Mprosecutors•, lowyers, and operoting 
officials and finalized the report with their feedback. One of the 
recommendotions from the report is the hormonizotion of the 
legal texts ta the ocquis communoutoire. 

Photo Credit: Turkish Cypriot Human Rights Foundation 

The report has been disseminoted widely to professianols. The 
findings ore shared with the officials at the penalty institution and 
the loca! body responsible for law. As a continuation of this action, 
the odvococy efforts will continue towords the necessory legal 
chonges. 
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