Understanding Youth Perspectives: Northern part of Cyprus Youth Survey 2024
Conducted by Civic Space in collaboration with Infakto Research Workshop, the Northern Part of Cyprus Youth Survey was carried out in March 2024 through face-to-face interviews with 752 young people aged 15–24 across six districts. The survey includes participants from both rural and urban areas and was preceded by focus group discussions with local authorities and civil society representatives working on youth issues. The sampling was designed using a simple random sampling method, ensuring a representativeness margin of ±2%. 
The survey aims to present a comprehensive overview of the perceptions of young people living in the northern part of Cyprus. It assesses various dimensions of well-being ranging from life satisfaction and expectations for the future to economic conditions, education, employment, participation, and social relations. It also explores family dynamics, leisure activities, volunteering, and civic engagement.
The findings provide insights for decision-makers, civil society organisations, and academic circles on the challenges young people face, the kinds of support they need, and possible pathways for improving their well-being.

Life Satisfaction and Hope for the Future
According to the study, 64% of young people reported being satisfied with their lives, while 35% stated they are not satisfied. Life satisfaction is higher among the 15–19 age group compared to those aged 20–24. Similarly, 60% of respondents expressed optimism about the future, whereas 39% did not feel hopeful. Students tend to be more optimistic about the future compared to working young people. 

Intent to Relocate and Attachment to the Northern Part of Cyprus
One of the striking findings concerns migration intentions. 71% of young people stated that they plan to settle in another country in the future. The primary drivers include better job opportunities, improved educational prospects, and the desire for greater personal freedom. At the same time, many respondents described a sense of emotional attachment to the northern part of Cyprus, reflecting on personal, cultural, and familial ties. 
Education, Participation, and Volunteering
Among those currently studying, 86% declared satisfaction with their school. However, the rate of participation in volunteering remains low: only 11% of young people take part in voluntary activities, and 93% reported that no one in their family has a volunteering background. Only 6% are members of a sports club, association, political party, or similar organisation. The most common reason for not engaging in volunteering is lack of time. 
These findings underline a broader pattern of limited civic participation despite generally positive attitudes toward community relations.

Major Findings on Challenges and Well-Being
The survey offers a detailed picture of the social and economic challenges young people face in their daily lives. Issues such as economic insecurity, access to opportunities, life satisfaction, participation, and safety are all covered. While many respondents report strong community cohesion and high satisfaction with certain public amenities, concerns remain regarding the cost of living, employment opportunities, accessible spaces for young people, and the adequacy of recreational and sports facilities.
Overall, the findings suggest that strengthening young people’s well-being requires coordinated efforts across policy, education, civil society, and community support systems.
You may access the full report in Turkish:
English Report will be available soon. 
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